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Kautilya advised that new settlements should be founded with ¢he
cultivators, who were apparently vaishyas, and with that of shudra ]:b:lp of
who should be drafted from overpopulated areas. In order to brip, Urery
| under cultivation, the new peasants were allowed a rkasiE t}:.c
cattle, seeds, and money. The state did this inn d:n
expecration that it would recover what it had given. Such settlements w, e
necessary in those areas where people were not acquainted with the use ;:-
the iron ploughshare, and this policy led to the opening of large areas
cultivation and sertlement.

How far the Maurya towns facilitated the diffusion of the materia
Gangetic plains into the tribal belt of central India, extending
1 to the Vindhyas in the west, cannot be said. Itis
Ashoka maintained intimate contacts with the
exhorted to observe dharma. Their contact with

the dhammamahamasras appointed by Ashoka must have enabled them to
imbibe rudiments of the higher culture prevalent in the Gangetic basin. In
this sense, Ashoka launched a deliberate and systematic policy of
acculturation. He states that as a result of the diffusion of dhamma, men
would mingle with gods. This implies that tribal and other people would
take to the habits of a scrtled, raxpaying, peasant society and develop a
respect for paternal power, royal authority, and for the monks, priests, and
officers who helped in enforcing his authority. His policy succeeded. Ashoka
claims that hunters and fishermen had given up killing and practised

dhamma, which implies that they had taken to a settled agricultural life.
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Causes of the Fall of the Maurya Empire

The 'Ma‘gad.han empire, which had been reared by successive wars
c}xlz;’nalzn.g I;;;lc coanu:lt of Kalinga, began to disintegrate after the exit
o oka in BC. Several causes seem to have b i

and fall of the Maurya empire. ave bonght dbouc RS

Brahmanical Reaction

The brahmanical reaction began as a result of Ashokas policy. There is 10
doubr that Ashoka adopted a tolerant policy and asked ¢ h‘:° :o)ﬂ ki
even the brahmanas, but he issued his edicts in Prakrit andpno}:ic t;) E:;[
He prohibited the killing of birds and animals, and derided s:pci;:xous.

The significzncc of Maurya Rule 187

med by women. The anti-sacrifice artitude of Buddhism

r;mals P‘rfj;hokﬂ adversely affected the incomes of b.rahmamf. Further,
2dopt b inted rajukas to govern the countrysndc.a_nd lntr'od'ucc
Nhoka app° and dandasamara. This meant the same civil and criminal
it arasama as. But the Dharmashastra compiled by the brahmanas
Jaw fof all varn ‘discrimi“mon' Naturally this policy infuriated the

cxibcd yarnd
bmhmanﬂs- kingdoms that arose on the ruins of the Maurya empire
" b%ahmanas. The Shungas and the Kanvas, who ruled in
i brahmanas.
easton the remnants of the Maurya cr:npu-c, were
. ﬁ“;}:;am:ahanzs, who founded kingdom in the western Deccan
Siﬂuwg;,:a claimed to be brahmanas. These brahmana dynasties performed
vcd;:nsacriﬁ,ccs that were discarded by Ashoka.

ﬁnmcial Crisis

us expendi ment to the bureaucracy
0

ture on the army and pay’ " :
The enor far as we know, in ancient
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da financial crisis for the Maurya empire. :
[c'f::: thac Mauryas maintained the largest army and the lafgcst regiment of
officers. Despite the range of taxes imposed on the people, it was dlﬂicul.[ ]
maintain this huge superstructure. It seems that Ashoka made large donations

to the Buddhist 'monks which left the royal treasury empty- Tc.)wards the
end, in order to mect EXpenses, they were obliged to melt gold images.

Oppressive Rule
inces was an important causc of the break-up of
sar, the citizens of Taxila bitterly
complained against the misrule of wicked bureaucrats (dushtamatyas). Their
grievance was redressed by the appointment of Ashoka, but when Ashoka
became emperor, a similar complaint was made by the same city. The Kalinga
edicts show that Ashoka was much concerned about oppression in the
asked the mahamatras not ta tyrannize the
< introduced rotation of

himself spent 256 nights

Oppressive rule in the prov
the empire. In the reign of Bindu

provinces and, therefore,
townsmen without due cause. For this purpose h
officers in Tosali (in Kalinga), Ujjain and Taxila. He
ona pilgrimage which may have helped administrative supervision. All this
h°f"€"€r failed to stop oppression in the outlying provinces, and after his
retirement Taxila took the carliest opportunity to throw off the imperial yoke:
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New Knowledge in the Outlying Areas

We may recall that Magadha owed its expansion to certain bagj
advantages. Once the knowledge of the use of these elemenyg
spread to central India, the Deccan, and Kalinga as a result of the ¢y ane

of the Magadhan empire, the Gangetic basin, which formed the Ecnmn
the empire, lost its special advantage. The regular use of iron foo[:rt of
weapons in the peripheral provinces coincided with the decline and m‘lnd
the Maurya empire. On the basis of the material culture acquired ﬁoof
Magadha, new kingdoms could be founded and developed. This Cxplai;n
the rise of the Shungas and Kanvas in central India, of the Cheris in Killing:
and of the Satavahanas in the Deccan. h

C Materjy)
of c“'mrc

Neglect of the North-West Frontier
and the Great Wall of China

Since Ashoka was primarily preoccupied with missionary activities at home
and abroad, he was unable to pay attention to safeguarding the passes
through the north-western frontier. This had become necessary in view of
the movement of tribes in Central Asia in the third century BC. The Scythians
were in a state of constant flux. A nomadic people principally reliant on the
use of the horse, they posed a serious danger to the settled empires in China
and India. The Chinese ruler Shih Huang Ti (247-10 8c) constructed the
Great Wall of China in about 220 bC to shield his empire against the attacks
of the Scythians, but Ashoka took no such measures. Naturally, when the
Scythians made a push towards India, they forced the Parthians, the Shakas,
and the Greeks to move towards this subcontinent. The Greeks had st up
a kingdom in north Afghanistan which was known as Bactria, and they
were the first to invade India in 206 sc. This was followed by a series of
invasions that continued till the beginning of the Christian era.

The Maurya empire was finally destroyed by Pushyamitra Shunga in
185 nc. Although a brahmana, he was a general of the last Maurya ruler
called Brihadratha. He is said to have killed Brihadratha in public and
forcibly usurped the throne of Pataliputra. The Shungas ruled in Paraliputr2
and central India. They performed several Vedic sacrifices to mark the revival
of the brahmanical way of life, and are said to have persecuted the Buddhist.
They were succeeded by the Kanvas who were also brahmanas.

The Significance of Maurya Ryle
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(80) i

P The elements of the mld-Gangctic material culture
started to spread to northern Bengal, Kalin
Andhra, and Karnataka. The Nandas of May di‘:a,
are said to have conquered Kalinga. &
Conquest of Kalinga by Ashoka. Rise of S

3C settlement. “ofSsupalgrh

52 The Magat.ihan empire began to disintegrate.

247-10 Date of Shih Huang T, the ruler of China.

53 Th? Great Wall ?f China was constructed by the
Chinese ruler Shih Huang Ti to shield his empire
against attacks.

206 The Greeks invaded India.

200 Steel objects of around this time found in the mid-
Gangetic plains.

185 The Maurya empire finally destroyed by
Pushyamitra Shunga.
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