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AGRICULTURAL REGIONS 
INTRODUCTION:

An agricultural region is defined as an area having homogeneity in relief, soil 

type, climatic conditions, farming practices, crops produced and crop association.

India is a vast country and is endowed with diverse geographical conditions 

which are bound to bring in regional variations in agriculture.
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AGRICULTURAL REGIONS 
PROPUNDER:

 Several scholars have attempted to delineate the agricultural regions of

India. Prominent among them are E. Simkins (1926), D. Thomer (1956),

M.S. Randhawa (1958), L.D. Stamp (1958), Chen Hang-Seng (1959),

O.H.K. Spate and A.T.A. Learmonth (1960), Ramchandran (1963), F.

Siddiqui (1967), O. Slampa (1968), Miss P. Sengupta (1968), R.L. Singh

(1971) and Jasbir Singh (1975) The scheme suggested by the Indian

Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR) is simple and comprehensive

and is reproduced here.
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Rice-Jute-Tea Region
 This vast region includes lowlands, valleys and river deltas in

the states of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura, Meghalaya,
West Bengal, Orissa, northern and eastern Bihar parts of
Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh and Tarai region of Uttar Pradesh.

 The rainfall vanes from 180 to 250 cm. Rice are the predominant
crop due to fertile alluvial soils, abundant rainfall and high
summer temperatures. Jute is mainly grown in the Hugli basin of
West Bengal but some areas have been brought under jute
cultivation in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, Orissa and Tarai
region of U.P. Tea is mainly grown in Assam, Darjeeling and
Jalpaiguri areas of West Bengal and Tripura. Sugarcane and
tobacco are grown in Bihar. Coconut is grown in coastal areas.
Mango, pineapple, betal leaves, bananas, jack fruits, and
oranges are the main fruit crops
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Wheat and Sugarcane Region

 This region comprises Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,
Haryana, Western Madhya Pradesh and north eastern
Rajasthan. Most of the areas have rich fertile alluvial
soils with some parts having black and red soils. Rainfall
is moderate, large part of which is caused by south-
west monsoons in summer. Some rainfall is caused by
western disturbances in winter.

 Irrigation is a vital input in drier areas. As its name
indicates, this region is dominated by wheat and
sugarcane cultivation. The main wheat belt of India
extends over Punjab, Haryana, Ganga-Yamuna doab
of Uttar Pradesh and north-eastern Rajasthan.
Sugarcane is mainly grown in Uttar Pradesh and
contiguous parts of Bihar. Rice, pulses and maize are
the other important crops.
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Cotton Region

 It spreads on the regur or black cotton soil area of
the Deccan plateau, where the rainfall varies from

75 to 100 cm. Obviously, cotton is the main crop

but jowar, bajra, gram, sugarcane, wheat, etc. are

also grown.
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Maize and Coarse Crops Region

 Western Rajasthan and northern

Gujarat are included in this region.
The rainfall is scanty and is normally

below 50 cm. Agriculture is possible

only with the help of irrigation. Maize is

mainly grown in the Mewar plateau

where wheat and ragi are also
produced. In the southern part, rice,

cotton and sugarcane are grown.

Bajra and pulses are grown

throughout the region.
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Millets and Oilseeds Region

 This region includes areas of poor soils and

broken topography in Karnataka plateau,

parts of Tamil Nadu, southern Andhra

Pradesh and eastern Kerala. The rainfall

varies from 75 to 125 cm. The millets include

bajra, ragi and jowar while the oilseeds

grown are groundnut and caster. Pulses are

also grown. Mangoes and bananas are

important fruit crops.
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Fruits and Vegetable Region

 This region extends from Kashmir Valley in

the west to Assam in the east. The rainfall

varies from 60 cm in the west to 200 cm in

the east. Apple, peach, cherries, plum,

apricot are grown in the west while

oranges are important in the east. Besides,

rice, maize, ragi potatoes, chilies and

vegetables are also grown
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